STATINTL 


KANSAS CITY, MCL 

TiHEsApprovedTor Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000 

0C7 i 2 


M 


'34,249 



^ ^ j 


a [j 


f f (p 

<sX ti tse>) 


l 713 
U 


0 


f! 


.1 pj c* i r 

icG&y '<:3/ w-ss-li ii 


>[] , 

4ssp 


n ^ 

v ife3 y? W> 


fT* 

'■'\ % 
tt& Qgst 


& 


f : . s , u 

W ii 




(V< c 


>' |j 


By John R. Caulev 
Cjiief of The tier's V/ashinslen p.jrcau ■ 

Washington— The result 0 fi 
American bombing 0 f North Vi- 
etnam “have consistently fallen 
short” of the claims made' for 
it, the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee reported last night. . ^ 

In commenting on the report ' !?™ kcn ’ the Presi 'dent said that. 
Sen. J. \y, Fulbright, chairman’,' '*™ s C0ldd 1101 have boon ac- 
smd; “The bombing has sue-' complished without the bombing 
eeeried in making North Viet- and the mining, and the bomb" 1 

nor? fni a hlgh . cost for * { s sup- ing will continue of course 
.port of the warm the South. But until we get some a 
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veaken his will or to substan- 
liall> reduce Ins activity by in- 
terdicting ilis supplies. X 

“Compared to the damaee to 
„ -Tcemen^ H lKed prestige and the 

on the negotiating front " ‘ jiuternal division created by the 

rp , , , joombing policy its meager 

The- study also said it did not!?? lns , mus ^ be seriously oues- 
eonsidcr tactical air support I Boned.” 

which Nixon said had been re-’i -* 

Jatively successful in achieving i 
its goals. • ; 

The experience in Vietnam,! 
tie report said, cannot be rendi-i 
•V transierred to other situ- 
anions because the leadership in 
Hanoi lias shown “great tenaci- 
ty and high motivations” in cop- 
ing with the bombing. 


it lias neither prevented Hanoi 
from adequately supplying the 

Communist forces in the South' 
nor reduced the North Vietnam-; 
ese will to continue the war.” i 

I 

Focusing on the period of in-i 
tense bombing from 1S65 to 1 
1968 , the study by the commit- 
tee staff drew heavily on Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, Penta- 
gon and State Department, as- 
sessments of the effectiveness 
of the bombing, as well as a re- 
view of 7,000 documents on the 
I subject and of classified and un- 
j classified versions of the Penta- 
.gon papers. The study did not 

consider the current stepped-up 
air war against North Vietnam. 


However there are many crit- 
ics of the administration who. 
say that even the recent bom- 
bardment of North’Vieinam has 

not 

Communists to their knees. And 


Moreover, the report asserted 
he proximity to Red China lone’ 
tended to moderate United 
States escalation of the air war! 
because of fear of Chinese inter- 
vention. 

!. -These conditions notwithstanclj 
.mg “this study calls into scri-i 
jous question the efficacy of I 
'strategic and interdiction bomb- 1 

- against a highly motivated) 

resulted in bringing the ■ guerrilla enemy in an' underdo- ' 

veloned country,” the report 
the report yesterday that Amor- Srilr \ 
dean warplanes attacked Hanoi “Bombing appears capable of! 
and hit the French diplomatic T-’i-sing the cost of war to an en-' 
mission there, injuring the top !em ” ’ n sucdl n situation but it 
French official, Pierre Snsini', 

lias severely damaged (because 
of the bombing advocates. ; 

However, at his recent press 1 
conference, President Richard 
Nixon, asked what the heavy 
bombing had accomplished, re- 
plied that the mining of harbors 
and Ihc bombing in the North 1 
was essential io turn aroundj 
what -was a potentially disas-i 
(reus situation in South Viet-; 
nam. I 


In asserting that the back of 1 
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